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Task: IVATF– IAVW 02: Enhancement of VAAC products. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

A final working paper summarizing this task will be produced for IVATF/4.  This will incorporate 

suggestions made by IATA regarding VAAC products at the IAVWOPSG/6 meeting in Dakar in September 

2011 (IAVWOPSG/6 WP/39 refers) as well as through email exchanges thereafter. 

 

In addition to the input provided by IATA, additional input regarding this task was provided during 

IVATF/2.  For example, IVATF/2-WP/28 looked at the current use of VAAC products and made 

recommendations concerning changes to these. As well, a number of other papers presented at 

IAVWOPSG/6 were relevant to this task.  These suggestions will be examined and incorporated, where 

possible. 

 

The VAAC Best Practices Seminar held in February 2012 helped to simplify this task somewhat. For 

example, the suggestion to have VAACs issue concentration charts was dropped as a result of discussions 

at the seminar. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

No new issues to report.   

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

No specific coordination has taken place with the AIR, ATM and SCI groups. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details on how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified, including the corresponding 

timelines. 

 

The final report submitted to IVATF/4 will summarize the views of the IAVW-CG on this task. It is expected 

that any non-resolved issues related to this task will be passed on to the IAVWOPSG following the 

dissolution of the IVATF in June 2012. 

 

 



 

 

 

Task: IVATF IAVW 03: Investigation into the feasibility of using collaborative decision making amongst 

IAVW participants (e.g. VAACs, MWOs, ANSPs, airlines and volcano observatories). 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

At IVATF/3, it was agreed that, in addition to the proposed link to the CONOPS, a paper would be prepared 

for IVATF/4, 1) strongly endorsing concept, 2) discussing examples of good practice (developed from text 

in draft CONOPS), 3) recommending that the IVATF invite the IAVWOPSG to pursue the matter, 

4) recommending to invite representative(s) of the ATM community to join the IAVWOPSG. For practical 

reasons CDM should be a two-stage process: initial coordination between VAAC(s) / MWO(s) to ascertain 

location of ash cloud, followed by common decision process with relevant stakeholders. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

None. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

ATM 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

 

 



 

VAA05 

 

 

Task: Investigation into the benefits of the VAACs providing CSV data files or alternative with the ash 

boundaries using specific FIR intersection points in view of assisting States in the issuance of consistent 

volcanic ash SIGMET and NOTAM/ASHTAM 

Progress 

Nil since IVATF/3, apart from related discussion at MARIE-PT. 

Issues identified 

No major issues have arisen. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

Link to wider discussions such as MARIE-PT. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Nil. 

 

 



 

 

 

Task: IVATF IAVW 06: In the context of ongoing discussion concerning the issuance of regional 

SIGMET advisories, and of the work being undertaken by the IAVWOPSG and METWSG with respect to 

improved SIGMET information for volcanic ash, offer input to these groups on the provision of SIGMET 

information for large complex events, including the consideration of adding measure of uncertainty and/or 

levels of ash concentration in their products. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

No further progress. 

Issues identified 

No concurrence towards resolution on a way forward. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

ATM 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Paper to be prepared for IVATF/4 closing the action and giving any further relevant commentary for the 

guidance of the IAVWOPSG. 

 

Discussions on possible removal of SIGMET requirement will be relevant (see IAVW CG 13). 

 



 

 

Task IVATF IAVW 07: Improvement to Volcano Observatory provisions 

Progress 

No further progress. 

Issues identified 

Nil additional. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

SCI 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

A paper will be drafted discussing the outstanding issues. 
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Task: IVATF IAVW 10: Further development of a Concept of Operations for the IAVW 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

A 2nd draft was presented at IVATF/3 (to the CG sub-group). 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Discussion at IVATF/3 resolved that the CONOPS should be considered by IVATF/4 not as a final set of 

decisions but as a vehicle for capturing the overarching IAVW. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

Progress report to be given to IVATF/4 and IVATF to note that further action will be taken forward with 

IAVWOPSG. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Nil. 
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Task: IVATF IAVW 11: Identification of VA-related guidance that needs to be updated. 

Progress 

Final comments on the draft that was presented to the group prior to IVATF/3 were reviewed and 

incorporated into the text. The final version of the paper has been submitted to the IVATF/IAVW 

co-ordinator for submission to ICAO. 

Issues identified 

Nil 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

Nil. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Nil 

 

 



 

 

 

Task #:  VAA12 

Task description: Improvements to Volcanic Activity Report (VAR) form, including taxonomy and 

transmission, in support of the IAVW. 

Deliverables: Recommendations for improvements to the VAR format and receipt. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Outstanding action from TF-ATM03 has passed into this task at IVATF/3, including a request for 

comparison of VAR forms. Discussion ongoing.  

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Rapid progress needed on this task, including on a ‘global repository’. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Most action now with CG members. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 

 

Discuss offers to host future database with potential hosts and develop requirements. 

 

 



 

 

Task #:   VAA13 (new) 

Task description: Reduction or elimination of information overload during volcanic eruptions 

 
Deliverables: Review the current processes regarding the issuance of aeronautical and meteorological 

information (i.e. VAA/VAG, SIGMET, NOTAM/ASHTAM) in view of reducing or eliminating 

information overload concerns, taking into account the progress report/proposals emanating from task 

TF-ATM06 presented at IVATF/3 by the ATM SG. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Three ATM members have kindly consented to join this task.  A paper has been drafted for discussion 

proposing the elimination of the SIGMET requirement for Volcanic Ash. Discussion at other ICAO groups 

over the next couple of weeks will help refine this paper.  Comment from the Chair of the IVATF and others 

has also been extremely helpful. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Nil, apart from the inherently controversial nature of the task. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Most action now with CG members. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 

 

Further discussion. 

 

 

— END — 


